
General introduction

Recognising student diversity
Whilst child abuse and neglect occur across all socio-economic and cultural groups, a number of factors can contribute to some 
groups of children and young people being at greater risk of abuse and/or neglect. 

DECD has a number of policies to support children and young people from diverse groups to ensure schools are inclusive. 

Groups that are at greater risk of abuse, including peer to peer abuse, include children and young people:

• from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander backgrounds

• with disability and additional needs

• from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds

• living in regional communities 

• same-sex attracted and gender questioning.

It is important to remember that each of these groups are culturally diverse and will have different needs requiring different responses.  
It is also important to deliver a curriculum and adopt pedagogical approaches that are inclusive of all children and young people.

Key document
Layton R (2003) Our best investment: A state plan to protect and advance the interests of children, Government of South Australia 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people
When considering child protection issues for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people, it is important for 
educators to acknowledge the impact of past child protection practices and the grief and loss still experienced by many Aboriginal  
and Torres Strait Islander families and their communities. It is important too for educators to understand the broader issues that have 
had and still continue to have an impact on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and their communities. The Layton Review  
into child protection (2003) identified some of these broader issues:

• dispossession and separation from land; erosion of culture; loss of traditional ways of life; loss of family, kinship ties and traditional 
relationships; and the history of relationships with white people and society

• marginalisation within the broader Australian society

• socio-economic disadvantage, which includes high levels of poverty, chronic health issues, overcrowded housing, homelessness, 
poor educational experiences and unemployment.

(Adapted from the Layton Review, 8.3)

Many national and state reviews and reports have pointed out the significance of the issues facing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities that leave them vulnerable to child abuse and neglect. For example, domestic violence within Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander families and communities is having a profound impact on children and young people and is now viewed as a major child 
protection issue. (Layton Review 8.4)

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people are over-represented in the child protection system. However, statistics 
represent only those matters reported to authorities and underestimate the real incidence of child abuse and neglect in both the non-
Indigenous and Indigenous community. Factors that might influence the under-reporting of abuse and neglect in Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander communities as identified in feedback to the Layton Review include:

• fear of a repeat of the Stolen Generation experiences

• fear of revenge or exclusion (particularly in remote communities)

• fear of being responsible for breaking up the family

• fear of the long-term consequences for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people in the care system 

• fear that police won’t respond.

(Adapted from the Layton Review 8.19)

Before implementing the KS:CPC for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people, it is important that school  
and preschool leaders and educators understand the significance of:

• assessing and responding to site and individual staff cultural competence

• consulting with Aboriginal community groups, including community councils and governing bodies 
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• recognising cultural diversity within Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander groups 

• building respectful relationships with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community to foster meaningful dialogue  
and shared understandings

• using the expertise and knowledge of site and regional Aboriginal education personnel

• being aware of and accessing the services of other agencies, including:
 – Yaitya Tirramangkotti (Aboriginal Child Abuse Report Line telephone 131 478)
 – Nunkuwarrin Yunti 
 – SA Health Aboriginal Health Services 
 – other agencies working with Aboriginal people 

• being aware of the agencies already working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families and the community, and the 
importance of interagency collaboration in the care and protection of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people

• understanding and practising a strengths-based approach that recognises that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people:
 – have shown resilience in the face of racism, paternalism and cultural abuse
 – have the capacity to find solutions to child protection issues through community and/or agency support that is respectful  

 of relationships. 

There are numerous resources available to support educators when working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and 
young people. These resources can help strengthen cultural awareness and understanding to ensure the delivery of child protection 
strategies are mindful of cultural protocols and the use of culturally appropriate practices and language.

The general capability ‘Intercultural understanding’ from the Australian Curriculum provides information on developing students who 
are active and informed citizens with an appreciation of Australia’s social, cultural, linguistic and religious diversity, and the ability  
to relate to and communicate across cultures at local, regional and global levels.

A conceptual framework based on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ unique sense of identity has been developed as  
a structural tool for the embedding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures within the Australian curriculum. 

Resources to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students

Children and young people with disability and additional needs
The Layton Review (2003) included recommendations about updating a child protection curriculum that was inclusive of children and 
young people with disabilities (Recommendation 137). The Layton Review highlighted research that indicated students with disabilities 
are differentially vulnerable to abuse (Layton Review 14.4–14.6).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, to which Australia is a signatory, provides principles that guide standards in 
respect to all children and young people, including those with disability and additional needs. It states that children and young people 
with special needs have the right to enjoy a full life that enables and encourages them to reach their potential in conditions that ensure 
their dignity and safety. Article 19 specifically emphasises the state’s responsibility to protect children and young people from abuse 
and neglect and to help others to provide services to assist with that prevention.

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities reiterates this, with Article 7 stating that states ‘shall take all necessary 
measures to ensure the full enjoyment by children with disabilities of all human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis 
with other children’.

There is also a clear rationale, made explicit in Australian Government, South Australian Government legislation and DECD policies, 
that a child or young person with a disability or additional needs has the right to access the same education, care and services  
in the same manner and timeframe as any other child or young person. 

Support materials for educators working with children and young people with disability and additional needs

Resources to support students with disability and additional needs
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Children and young people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds
In the delivery of child protection programs for culturally and linguistically diverse children and young people, the Layton Review  
(2003) indicated the need for:

• the provision of structured programs for the delivery of information to various cultural groups about children’s rights and child 
protection within an Australian and global context 

• an understanding of the principle that culturally sensitive approaches to children’s care and protection should not override  
or compromise the safety of the child or young person.

(Layton Review 25.5)

Factors that may contribute to the level of understanding of child protection laws in Australia include:

• level of English language proficiency

• socio-economic status

• educational status

• proficiency in primary community language

• geographic location within country of origin, such as whether the family is from a remote rural area in a developing country with 
limited facilities

• context of migration (eg war in country of origin, refugee status, marriage, length of time spent in refugee camps, length of time  
spent in immigration detention, experiences during migration and settlement, recency of arrival)

• physical and mental health of the family after migration.

(Adapted from Layton Review 25.2–25.3)

Support materials for educators working with children and young people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds

Resources to support students from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds

Same-sex attracted and gender questioning young people (SSAGQ)
School is significantly less safe for students who are same-sex attracted and gender questioning with many students feeling frightened 
to attend school: over three quarters experience abuse, with 80% of the abuse occurring in schools.  
(Hillier in Smith et al, 2010, p.5 and Smith et al, 2011, p.5)

Homophobic bullying, like any kind of bullying, can also include physical violence, sexual harassment, threats or damage to property, 
social exclusion and cyber bullying.  
(Smith et al, 2011, p.3) 

The requirement of all DECD schools to maintain an anti-bullying and harassment policy and grievance procedures includes addressing 
homophobia and ensuring the wellbeing and safety of same-sex attracted and gender questioning young people.

All schools have a responsibility to ensure teaching is relevant to the lived experience of all students and is inclusive of gender  
and sexual diversity. 

Further information is available from SHine SA and the Women’s and Children’s Health Network. Counselling is available through  
The Second Story: Youth Health Service.

Key documents
Smith B, Ward R & Mitchell A (2011) Challenging homophobia, South Australian edition February 2012, Safe Schools Coalition Victoria, 
Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood Development

Smith B, Ward R & Mitchell A (2010) Supporting sexual diversity in schools: A guide, South Australian edition February 2012,  
Safe Schools Coalition Victoria, Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood Development

Resources on sexual diversity
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